
�                                       Principal Investigator/Program Director (Last, first, middle):       HAWLEY, Sarah T. 

� PHS 398/2590 (Rev. 05/01) Page _______ Biographical Sketch Format Page � 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Provide the following information for the key personnel in the order listed for Form Page 2. 

Follow the sample format for each person. DO NOT EXCEED FOUR PAGES. 
 

NAME 
 
Hawley, Sarah Tropman 

POSITION TITLE 
 
Assistant Professor 
 

EDUCATION/TRAINING  (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.) 

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE 
(if applicable) 

YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY 

The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI B.A. 1990 Political Science 
Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, 
CT 

M.P.H. 1992 Health Policy 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC Ph.D. 1998 Health Services 
Research 

The U.T. MD Anderson Cancer Center Post-doctoral 
fellowship 

3/1998-
11/1999 

Cancer Prevention 

 
A. Positions and Honors 
1992-1993 Research Assistant, Racial Misclassification of Native Americans with Cancer, Department of 

Maternal and Child Health, UNC SPH, Chapel Hill, NC  
1992-1993 Research Assistant, Supply and Demand of Gynecologic-Oncologists, Department of Health 

Policy and Administration, UNC SPH, Chapel Hill, NC 
1992-1993 Teaching Assistant, Health Care Organizations, Department of Health Policy and 

Administration, UNC, Chapel Hill, NC  
1993-1995 Research Assistant, Rural Health Research Program, Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health 

Services Research, UNC, Chapel Hill, NC  
1993-1998 Project Coordinator, Reaching Communities for Cancer Care, Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health 

Services Research, UNC Chapel Hill, NC 
1995-1998 Research Analyst, The North Carolina Breast Cancer Screening Program, The Lineberger 

Comprehensive Cancer Center and the Department of Health Behavior and Health Education, 
UNC, Chapel Hill, NC 

1998-1999 NCI R25 Post-doctoral Fellowship in Cancer Prevention, The University of Texas M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center, Division of Cancer Prevention, Department of Epidemiology, Houston, 
TX 

1999-2004 Assistant Professor, Baylor College of Medicine, Department of Family & Community Medicine, 
Houston, TX 

2004-present Research Assistant Professor, Division of General Medicine, University of Michigan, Research 
Health Science Specialist, Ann Arbor VAMC, Ann Arbor, MI 

 
 
Professional Memberships: 

American Public Health Association (1990-present) 
American Society for Preventive Oncology (1997-present) 
Academy Health (formerly Association for Health Services Research)1998-present) 
Society for Medical Decision Making (1999-present) 

  
Honors:  
1997  Award for Outstanding Work in Cancer Research, North Carolina Cancer Research Symposium  
1997  Award for Excellent Presentation, 6th Biennial Symposium on Minorities, the Medically 

Underserved, and Cancer  
1996-1998 NCI R25 Pre-doctoral Fellowship in Cancer Prevention and Control, UNC Lineberger 
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 Comprehensive Cancer Center 
 
 
Service: 
Chair, Kelsey Research Foundation Health Services & Outcomes Research Conference Poster Award 
Committee, Houston, TX, 2001, 2002, 2003 
Reviewer, National Cancer Institute Special Emphasis Panel (PAR 02-042), Gaithersberg, MD, October, 2003 
Reviewer, National Cancer Institute Center to Reduce Health Disparities Special Populations Grants, 
December, 2003 
Reviewer, National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research/National Cancer Institute Special Emphasis 
Panel (RFA 04-005), February, 2004. 
 
B. Selected peer-reviewed publications 
1. Tropman S, Hatzell T, Paskett E, Ricketts T, Cooper MR, Aldrich T.  Treatment for colon cancer in rural 

North and South Carolina. Cancer Detect Prev 1999; 23(5):428-34. 
2. Tropman S, Ricketts T, Paskett E, Hatzell T, Cooper MR, Aldrich T.  Rural breast cancer treatment: 

evidence from the REACH project. Breast Cancer Res Treat 1999; 59:59-66. 
3. Hatzell T, Ricketts T, Tropman S, Paskett E, Cooper MR. Rural physicians’ understanding of the state-of-

the-art in breast, colon and rectum cancer treatment. Cancer Causes Control 1999; 10(4):261-67. 
4. Whitney S, Hawley ST, Volk RJ. Informed decision-making in outpatient practice: time to get back to 

basics [letter] JAMA 2000; 283(18):2391. 
5. Hawley ST, Earp JA, O’Malley MS, Ricketts TC.  The role of physician recommendation in women’s  
      mammography use: is it a two-stage process? Med Care 2000; 38(4): 392-403. 
6. Hawley ST, Levin B. Colorectal cancer screening by primary care physicians: what are the next steps? Am 

J Gastroenterol. 2000;95:1393-1394. 
7. O’Malley M, Earp JA, Hawley ST, Schell M, Mathews H, Mitchell J.  The association of race/ethnicity,  

socioeconomic status, and physician recommendation for mammography: who gets the message about  
breast cancer screening? Am J Public Health 2001; 91:49-54. 

8. Hawley ST, Levin B, Vernon SW. Colorectal cancer screening by primary care physicians in two medical 
care organizations. Cancer Detect Prev 2001;25(3):309-318. 

9. Hawley ST, Foxhall L, Vernon SW, Levin B, Young JE.  Colorectal cancer screening by primary care 
physicians in Texas: a rural-urban comparison.  J Cancer Educ. 2001;16(4):199-204. 

10. Hawley ST, Chang S, Risser D, Zhang Q. Colorectal cancer incidence and mortality in Texas 1990-1992: a 
comparison of rural classifications.  J Rural Health. 2002;18(4):536-46. 

11. Taylor DH, Van Scoyoc L, Hawley ST..  Health insurance and mammography:  would a Medicare buy-in 
take use to universal coverage?  Health Serv Res. 2002;37:1469-1486. 

12. Volk RJ, Spann SJ, Cass A, Hawley ST. Patient education for informed decision making about prostate 
cancer screening: a randomized controlled trial with 1-year follow up. Ann Fam Med 2003 1:22-28. 

13. Hawley ST, Vernon SW, Levin B. Vallejo B. Prevalence of colorectal cancer screening in a large medical 
organization. Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers & Prevention 2004; 13(2):314-19. 

 
C. Research Support  
Active/Completed: 
1 R21 CA100589-01A1 Hawley (PI)    12/01/2003-11/30/2004 
NCI/AHRQ         
Colorectal Cancer Screening Preferences in Primary Care 
The major goal of this project is to assess preferences for colorectal cancer screening options among 
racial/ethnically diverse primary care patients using conjoint analysis. 
Role: PI 
 
 
 
5K02 HS00007 Hawley (PI)     09/01/2000-06/30/2004 
AHRQ 
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A Two-stage model for colorectal cancer screening 
The major goal of this project was to coordinate a career development and research plan project relating that 
would lead to establishment of Dr. Hawley as an independent investigator in health services research and 
cancer prevention and control. 
Role: PI 
 
R01 HS10612-01A2 Volk (PI)     06/01/2001-12/31/2004  
AHRQ         
Shared decision making for prostate cancer screening for couples 
The major goal of this project is to develop a computerized decision support system to foster shared decision-
making among white, African American and Hispanic men, their spouses, and their physicians regarding the 
early detection of prostate cancer 
Role: Co-investigator 
 
1 R21 CA90463-01A2 Jibaja-Weiss (PI)   08/01/2002-07/31/2004 
NCI         
Microworlds for Breast Cancer Risk Reduction 
The major goal of this project is to foster enhanced risk communication and informed decision-making among 
low literacy women at high risk for breast cancer and considering risk reduction. 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
1 R01 CA97263 Vernon (PI)     07/1/2002-6/30/2007   
NCI         
A Tailored Interactive Intervention to Increase Colorectal Screening 
The major goal of this project is to improve primary care patients’ stage of readiness to undergo colorectal 
cancer screening through a tailored intervention. 
Role: Co-investigator 
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